July 14, 2022 


Dr. David Diamond, Chair 
Florida Board of Medicine 

4052 Bald Cypress Way Bin C-03 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3253 


Re: Ladapo letter dated June 2, 2022 on medical care for gender dysphoria 
Dear Dr. Diamond and members of the Florida Board of Medicine: 


We are writing in regard to the June 2 letter that Florida Surgeon General, Dr. Joseph Ladapo, 
sent the Florida Board of Medicine (the “Board”).! In his letter, Dr. Ladapo requested that the 
Board review the Agency for Health Care Administration’s June 2 report, Generally Accepted 
Professional Medical Standards Determination on the Treatment of Gender Dysphoria (the 
“June 2 AHCA report”).? He further requested that the Board establish a standard of care for 
medical treatment for gender dysphoria. 


Dr. Ladapo’s letter requests that the Board move to ban or disfavor standard medical care for 
transgender patients. Such an action would violate federal and Florida constitutional and 
statutory protections against discrimination and would harm tens of thousands of Floridians. 
Such action by the Board would interfere with the doctor-patient relationship by outlawing 
medical care that is expressly approved by the World Professional Association for Transgender 
Health, the Endocrine Society, and every major medical association in the United States, 
including the American Medical Association and the American Academy of Pediatrics.? 


The June 2 AHCA report provides no scientific foundation for the recommendation to restrict 
standard medical care for gender dysphoria. After reviewing the report carefully, we are 
distressed as scientists and stewards of public health by the quality of the document, which 
disregards scientific knowledge and clinical practice guidelines developed by authoritative 
bodies of medical experts. Contrary to the June 2 AHCA report’s conclusion, standard medical 
treatments for gender dysphoria meet accepted professional medical standards and are not 
experimental or investigational. 


We are a group of physicians, psychologists, and a law professor. We hold academic 
appointments at the University of Alabama, the University of Texas Southwestern, and Yale 


' Letter from Dr. Joseph Ladapo to Florida Board of Medicine, June 2, 2022, accessed July 12, 2022, at 
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/22050967-board-letter 

? Division of Florida Medicaid, Agency for Health Care Administration, Generally Accepted Professional Medical 
Standards Determination on the Treatment of Gender Dysphoria, June 2022, at 
https://www.ahca.myflorida.com/letkidsbekids/docs/AHCA_GAPMS _June_2022 Report.pdf. Our comments reflect 
our views and not those of the University of Alabama, the University of Texas, or Yale University. We received no 
funding for this letter or for the enclosed report, and we have no conflicts of interest. 

3 Brief of Amicus Curiae American Academy of Pediatrics and Additional National and State Medical and Mental 
Health Organizations in Support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Temporary Restraining Order and Preliminary Injunction 
Eknes-Tucker v. Ivey (later redesignated Eknes-Tucker v. Abbott), May 5, 2022, at 
https://www.aamc.org/media/60556/download. 
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University. Our scientists include three Ph.D. child and adolescent psychologists and four M.D. 
physicians with specialties in pediatric endocrinology, child and adolescent psychiatry, and 
adolescent medicine. The seven clinicians treat transgender youth on a daily basis. Among us, 
we have accumulated more than 57 years of clinical practice and have treated more than 2,100 
transgender youth. 


We are concerned that any action by the Board to ban or curtail standard medical care in Florida 
for individuals with gender dysphoria would set a troubling national precedent. We are also 
alarmed that Florida’s health care agency has adopted a purported scientific report that is full of 
errors. Ignoring established science, the June 2 AHCA report instead relies on biased and 
discredited sources, journalism, blog entries, and letters to the editor. Of note, the “experts” 
commissioned by the AHCA have undisclosed conflicts of interest, and some have been 
disqualified as experts in litigation. 


We have reviewed the published science that addresses each of the specific areas of concern 
raised by the June 2 AHCA report. We hope our analysis, attached to this letter, is useful in your 
deliberations. 


Feel free to reach out to any of us. We are happy to discuss this further. 
Very truly yours, 
Amne L. Alutott 


Anne L. Alstott 
Jacquin D. Bierman Professor, Yale Law School 
Professor, Yale Child Study Center 
127 Wall Street, New Haven, CT 06511 
(203) 436-3528 


With co-authors: 


Hussein Abdul-Latif, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics and Pediatric Endocrinology, University of 
Alabama at Birmingham 


Susan D. Boulware, M.D., Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics (Endocrinology), Yale 
School of Medicine; Director Clinical Operations, Section of Pediatric Endocrinology; Medical 
Director, Yale Pediatric Gender Program 


Rebecca Kamody, PhD (Clinical Psychology), Assistant Professor, Yale School of Medicine: 
Child Study Center, Pediatrics, and Psychiatry 


Laura Kuper PhD (Clinical Psychology), ABPP, Assistant Professor in Psychiatry, University of 
Texas Southwestern; Child and Adolescent Psychologist, Children’s Medical Center Dallas 
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Meredithe McNamara, M.D., M.S., FAAP, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics (Adolescent 
Medicine), Yale School of Medicine 


Christy Olezeski, PhD (Clinical Psychology), Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Yale Child 
Study Center and Pediatrics, Yale School of Medicine; Director, Yale Pediatric Gender Program 


Nathalie Szilagyi, M.D., Instructor, Yale Child Study Center, Yale Pediatric Gender Program; 
Director, Greenwich Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Greenwich Center for Gender & 
Sexuality 


Attachment: A Critical Review of the June 2022 Florida Medicaid Report on the Medical 
Treatment of Gender Dysphoria. 
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